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*i Dear Ms. Collins
c
O' On behalf of the Nevada Democratic Party ("Respondent"), this letter is submitted in
r • response to the complaint filed by Michael Zahara ("the Complaint") and subsequently

labeled MUR no. 6026. A Statement of Designation of Counsel is attached. This
Complaint alleges no violation of federal election law by Respondent and should be
immediately dismissed.

The Commission may find "reason to believe" only if a complaint sets forth sufficient
specific facts, which, if proven true, would constitute a violation. See 11 C.F.R.
§§111.4(a), (c) (2008). Unwarranted legal conclusions fiom asserted facts or mere
speculation will not be accepted as true, and provide no independent basis for
investigation. See Commissioners Mason, Sandstrom, Smith and Thomas, Statement
of Reasons, MUR 4960 (Dec. 21,2001). Moreover, complaints must allege a
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, or chapter 95 or
96 of title 26. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXl) (2008).

While the Complaint is far fiom clear, it alleges that Janet Churchill, the Treasurer of
the Nevada State Democratic Party, is receiving payment from the state party, and
receiving reimbursement for travel expenses. Neither of these facts is a violation of
any law. The complaint does not allege that Ms. Churchill is being paid in excess of
the worit^eirformed, or oat her travel expenses were not m c'draiection with the
Nevada S^Jtanpcratic Party. And indeed, her salary is cxjmmensurate with her
du&es^fuia' herpnry.travel expenses were incurred for travel ̂ connection with a
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The Complaint's allegation that "Ms. Churchill's conduct leaves an indelible
impression of embezzlement of county and party funds" is a scurrilous falsehood;
moreover, it identifies "no source of information that reasonably gives rise to a belief
in the truth of the allegations presented." See Statement of Reasons, MUR 4960.

Finally, the accusations regarding violations of the state party charter and bylaws and
tf of the Rules of the House of Representatives, while false, are outside the jurisdiction
JJ of the Commission. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXl).
4»"

»* In short, this Complaint sets forth no facts to allege that Respondent violated any law,
£; much less any federal election law. Because the Complaint alleges no such violations
•sj and because it relies entirely on conclusory allegations, it should be immediately
c: dismissed.
r< Very truly yours,

to the Nevada Democratic Party
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